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The Nonsensical Pink Light: A Lacanian Analysis of Philip K. Dick’s VALIS
MIERFERFRAE PARK Junghwan
An autobiographical novel written by acclaimed science fiction author Philip K. Dick (1928-82), VALIS (1981)
has been misunderstood and maligned for its distance from its author’s background as a science fiction writer, its
confusing structure, and its focus on theology. By analyzing the text in VALIS with Lacanian psychoanalysis, the
dichotomy of sanity and insanity can be subverted, creating a reading that analyzes VALIS without diagnosing the author.
This paper strives to elevate VALIS from the scrutiny caused by its origins into a text containing universality and to

illuminate how the novel deals with the traumatic experience of the characters.
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As the virus has rampaged through Israel in recent months, it has shaken the assumptions of some in the insular ultra-

Orthodox world, swelling the numbers of those who decide they want out. (New York Times, February 8, 2021)
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