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Symbolic Erasure and the Failure of the Law in Philip K. Dick’s Flow My Tears, the

Policeman Said
KRBT Park Junghwan

This presentation examines Philip K. Dick’s (1928-82) Flow My Tears, the Policeman
Said (1974) as a narrative of Symbolic and Imaginary erasure, and of the Law's failure
to secure the subject it attempts to capture, due to its own inherent instability. Jason
Taverner’s displacement is not limited to the loss of celebrity or slipping into a new
world but emblematic of a cut from the Symbolic and Imaginary orders that had
sustained his sense of identity and subjectivity. The instability of the Law is further
exposed through the police general Felix Buckman, who appears to embody order, while
his twin sister Alys represents transgression. Felix’s incestuous relationship with Alys
shows that the Law cannot separate itself from the excessive enjoyment that it purports
to repress: Thus, the Law is not an impartial, logical structure but rather a libidinally
driven, irrational structure. This becomes especially clear when Felix attempts to
murder and frame Jason for Alys’s death, despite his knowledge of Jason’s innocence.
Ultimately, Flow My Tears presents the Symbolic and Imaginary orders as unstable,
under threat not only because of the reality-bending characteristic of Dick’s works, but

because of the libidinal dimensions that they consciously or unconsciously embody.
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