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Double Negatives in Contemporary English Usage:
Semantic and Pragmatic Perspectives

IR REFRA e LR Taro Ueda

Double negatives in English were widely utilized for stylistic and emphatic purposes by writers in earlier
periods, including Geoffrey Chaucer and William Shakespeare. However, Robert Lowth (1762) introduced
a prescriptive rule in 4 Short Introduction to English Grammar, stipulating that double negatives used in a
negative sense are grammatically incorrect because two negatives make an affirmative according to formal
logic. Although this logic-based rule continues to be endorsed by authoritative prescriptive handbooks,
contemporary native English speakers routinely employ double negatives in both formal and informal
settings. This reveals a stark conflict between prescriptive rules and descriptive usage. To resolve this
discrepancy, this study re-examines the semantic and pragmatic functions of double negatives in
contemporary English, analyzing how modern speakers utilize them to express nuanced speaker attitudes
and pragmatic functions beyond simple affirmation or negation.
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From Visibility to the First-Visit Threshold:
Reframing Participation in L-café

FIHLOREEREEE HARIRE Wang Jingzhou

This presentation reexamines student participation in L-café, a social language learning space in a Japanese
university context, through the concept of the “first-visit threshold.” Building on earlier findings that
awareness of L-caf€ is relatively high while actual participation remains limited, this study argues that the
central issue is not simply learners’ motivation or proficiency, but whether the space becomes legible as a
low-risk, actionable first step. Drawing on research on social learing spaces/Self-Access Learning Centers
(SLS/SALC), communities of practice, psychological safety, and language anxiety, I position the first-visit
threshold as a pre-legitimate peripheral participation (pre-LPP) concept shaped by informational,
interpersonal, and performance-related risks.

The presentation then reports the results from two completed follow-up studies with Japanese students.
First is a questionnaire designed to distinguish students who know about L-café but do not visit, intend to
visit but do not, visit once, discontinue participation, or continue participating, and second is a semi-structured
interview study that reconstructs how students perceived visibility, legibility, support, and post-entry
trajectories. By linking survey patterns with narrative accounts, this study examines how students navigate
the first-visit threshold: whether they cross it, fail to cross it, or sustain participation after doing so. The
presentation concludes by considering how social language learning spaces can lower this threshold and
facilitate students’ initial participation.
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