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Anne and Bob passed in. Even the interior of the edifice was affected by the
agitation of the times. The religion of the country had., in fact, changed from the
love of God to hatred of Napoleon Buonaparte; and, as if to remind the devout of
this alteration, the pikes for the pikemen (all those accepted men who were not
otherwise armed) were kept in the church of each parish. There, against the wall,
they always stood-a whole sheaf of them, formed of new ash stems, with a spike
driven in at one end, the stick being preserved from splitting by a ferule, And

there they remained, year after year, in the corner of the aisle, till they were

removed and placed under the gallery stairs, and  thence ultimately to the belfry,



where they grew black, rusty, and worm-eaten, and were gradually stolen and
carried off by sextons. parish clerks, whitewashers, window-menders, and other
church servants for use at home as rakestems. benefit-club staves and pick-handles.

in which degraded situations they may still occasionally be found.
But in their new and shining state they had a terror for Anne, whose eyes were

involuntarily drawn towards them as she sat at Bob’s side during the service, filling
her with bloody visions of their possible use not far from the very spot on which
they were now assembled. The sermon, too. was on the subject of patriotism; so
that when they came out she began to harp uneasily upon the probability of their

all being driven from their homes. (7rumpet-Major, New Wessex Ed. 165-66)

‘Well, if the young woman don’'t want to see yer head, maybe she’d like to hear
yer arm?’ continued Cripplestraw, earnest to please her.

‘Hey?' said the corporal.

“Your arm hurt too?’ cried Anne.

‘ Knocked to a pummy at the same time as my head,’ said Tullidge
dispassionately.

‘ Rattle ver arm. corpel. and show her,’ said Cripplestraw.
‘Yes, sure, ' said the corporal, raising the limb slowly, as if the glory of
exhibition had lost some of its novelty, though he was willing to oblige. Twisting

it mercilessly about with his right hand he produced a crunching among the bones
at every motion. Cripplestraw seeming to derive great satisfaction from the

ghastly sound.
‘How very shocking! said Anne, painfully, anxious for him to leave off.

‘Oh, it don't hurt him, bless ye. Do it, corpel?’ said Cripplestraw.

‘Not a bit,’ said the corporal, still working his arm with great energy.

* There's no life in the bones at all. No life in ‘em. | tell her, corpel!

‘None at all.”

‘They be as loose as a bag of ninepins, ‘ explained Cripplestraw in a continuation.
‘You can feel ‘em quite plain, Mis’ess Anne. If ye would like to, he’ll undo his sleeve
in a minute to oblige ye?”’

‘O no, no, please not! | quite understand,’ said the young woman.

‘Do she want to hear or see any more, or don't she?’ the corporal inquired, with a

sense that his time was getting wasted.



Anne explained that she did not on any account; and managed to escape from

the corner. (Trumpet-Major, New Wessex Ed. 47)
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