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Her stomach fluttered. This was a bit more formal than running into each other on a stretch of sand. Was he asking her out on a
date? Like, would he come and pick her up in a car? And would she have to tell her mom? Sophie cringed, thinking about how
overprotective she might be. She’d want to meet Dante and ask him a million questions. Then again, her mom wouldn’t be home
for another few hours. Aunt Parisa had already left the house. She would leave a note. She might even be able to make it to the
Aquarium and back without anyone noticing she was gone. (Kamata, 2025, p. 44)
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When the last of the vegetables had been skewered, Sophie washed her hands and took off the apron. Dinner was casual. They
loaded up paper plates and sat at the table outside. There was just enough breeze to keep the flies away. Chester (the dog) lay at
her feet, eyeing her hopefully every now and again. She would slip him something at the end of the meal. (Kamata, 2025, p. 28)
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The palace was destroyed by fire in 1592 when a huge Japanese army under the command of Toyotomi Hideyoshi invaded Korea,
and lay in ruins for about 270 years until 1867 when a restoration project was launched by Heungseon Daewongun (1820—1898),
then head of the government. About 500 buildings were restored or newly built as a result of this project, including the Inner and
Outer Palace offices in which the king and his government officials performed their duties, and the residences and other related
buildings used by the king, queen and court ladies, and the royal gardens.
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