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The little boats neneath the Norman castle,
The pier shining with lumps of crystal salt;
The Scotch Quarter was a line of residential houses

But the Irish Quarter was a slum for the blind and halt.

(.)

I was the rector’s son, born to the Anglican order,
Banned for ever from the candles of the Irish poor;
The Chichester knelt in marble at the end of a transept

With ruffs about their necks, their portion sure.
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Coda

Maybe we knew each other better
‘When the night was young and unrepeated
And the moon stood still over Jericho.

So much for the past; in the present
There are moments caught between heart-beats
When maybe we know each other better.

But what is that clinking in the darkness?
Maybe we shall know each other better
‘When the tunnuels meet beneath the mountain.
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Jon Stallworthy, Louis MacNeice a biography (Faber, 1995)
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