On “ficticious” words
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(1) 1835 Gentleman's Vade Mecum A Clam Bake—Our curiousity [sic] has been gratified, as to the nature of the
festival understood by this term. (Oxford English Dictionary, s.v. clambake)

(2) 1840 J. Pardoe City of Magyar Ill. 189 The delighted Theresa was instantly all curiousity, and insisted on
knowing what the Queen was like[.] (OED, s.v. first lady)

(3) Etymology: < the name of Charles Pooter, the ficticious author of George and Weedon Grossmith's Diary of a
Nobody (1892). (OED, s.v. Pooter, n.%)
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(4) lamtrying to find a less perjorative word than “crazy” to describe this situation.
(Washington Post, January 26, 2022)
(5) The pledge to scrutinise Qatar's committment to worker welfare from the Swiss-based body came as the wage
rates paid to workers on the Al Wakrah stadium were attacked as "deplorable™ and "tainting football" by a series
of senior British politicians. (Guardian, 30 Jul 2014)
(6) The environment that influences the composer’s choice includes fellow composers, precedessors and
contemporaries, who chose the sonata form among other forms for their compositions.
(William Croft, Explaining Language Change, 2nd ed., Ch. 2)
(7) Surprisingly, it is occasionally spelt epitomy even in quality newspapers: You can’t help but admire Terence
Stamp. Epitomy of the swinging Sixties, heart throb [sic] to a generation of women—Observer Food Monthly,
2002. This spelling is non-standard.
(Jeremy Butterfield, Fowler’s Dictionary of Modern English Usage, 4th ed., s.v. epitome)
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(8) Actually, there is no such thing as “a language”, at least as this term is commonly understood, both by linguists
and by ordinary people. To a large extent this understanding is metaphorically constituted. [...] Such metaphors
reflect and support the conception of a language as a distinct, discretely bounded, clearly delimited entity that is
basically stable and uniform within a community of speakers. [...] The basic reality is simply that people talk, in
ways that are similar to varying degrees. Talking is a complex activity, so ultimately a language must be viewed
dynamically, as something people do rather than something they have. (Langacker 2008: 215-6)
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