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2) It promises to be a hot and grueling day.
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Table 1: Tokens of Promise with a Direct Object
1500-1570 1570-1640 1640-1710 | 1710-1780 | 1780-1850 | 1850-1920
promise DO (definite) 2 1 4 2 8 4
promise DO (indefinite) 5 9 10 6 11 10
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New York saw its first New Year’s ball drop in 1907.
Of late every London recital has seen her trying out a new one.
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(Onoe and Suzuki (2002' 31-32), cited in Kume (2011: 210))
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4 pbe good spirit shoulde not truste..to thingis pat pe worlde promisith.

the good spirit should not trust to things that the world

promises
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Table 2: Tokens of Promise with Inanimate Subjects

1500-1570 1570-1640 1640-1710 1710-1780 1780-1850 | 1850-1920
promise DO 0 0 2 2 1 2
promise 10 1 0 0 0 0 0



https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/middle-english-dictionary/bibliography/BIB3089?rid=HYP.429.19990304T151115

promise 10 DO 1 0 0 0 0 0

promise to be 0 0 0 0 1 0
promise to infinitive 0 0 0 2 1 2
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5) and his house promised to bee therein, ... (EEBO, 1610)

B)YTRT X O, WIHLERTEEEMNC /25 LML B E LTI ALY, —BLIC X 0 iU E R b B
ENDEICholmERD, TDH%, Wb bR LR, BEROEANKISZ L TR TREND LI A
RO TFBIZETHEL T2 ¢EZ BN,

4. %nn%lam/j&ﬁ"ﬂﬁ
Z OFEITIE Kume 2010) DT &2 31, ik, BWMROEANKRZ o= 2 Lok b, BlRy 7 b EEEE L
%%é’?ﬁ‘é The Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Middle English, Second Edition (PPCME2)7> & D 5il(6a) % K 8] ¥
. ENENT)DOREEEIE S BT D ERET D,

(6) a. ... ye promysed me to mete me here by noone.
.. you promised me to meet me here by noon (CMMALORY,65.2208: 1420-1500)
b. and his house promised to bee therein, ... (EEBO, 1610)
It promises to be a hot and grueling day. (1992 Guardian [HECTORY])
(cf. Traugott (1997: 185))
©) a. ...[ve promysed me [ce [t PRO to mete...]]]
b. and his house [vp promised [cprrp to bee therein, ...
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(8) If the battle is ever fairly engaged between the would haves and the have-gots, there promises to be
a reign of terror. (1897 P. Collier Amer. & Americans x. 142/OED online)
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