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Notes on Ellipsis: Syntax and Information
Satoshi Oku (Hokkaido University)
A simple comparison between Japanese and English tells us that Argument Ellipsis (AE) is
syntactically constrained: even when the identity of the subject or the object is clear from the

context (i.e., the recoverability condition is met), the subject or the object of a tensed clause

cannot be elided in English, while they can in Japanese.

(1) Did John eat the pizza? Yes, he ate it/ *Yes, [e] ate [e].
) Taro-wa sono pizza-o  tabe-ta no?Hai, [e] [e] tabe-ta  yo.
Taro-Top that pizza-Acc eat-Past Q  yes eat-Past Prt

However, it has been known (e.g., Oku 2016) that some information-related conditions also
must be at work and AE ellipsis in Japanese makes the sentence degraded.
3) Taro-wa nani-o tabe-ta no?

Taro-Top what-Acc  eat-Past Q

Bill-wa [e] tabe-ta no? (*[e] = nani-o)

Bill-Top  eat-Past Q
Also, it is a locus of hot debate whether adjuncts can be a target of syntactic ellipsis (Tanabe
2021, Landau 2022, Simpson 2022, etc.). In this talk, I will first review representative works on
syntactic conditions on AE and then examine recent proposals about ellipsis-resistant elements
(including adjuncts). I will finally explore a plausible collaboration of syntax and information

conditions on ellipsis phenomena.
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