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fLIZHFA OBREALORERAE T AW SULO MBI R 2L FikT 2, 72, SHROVZEREL LT,
ZOERTNHVBHFADFEET T L ADFTINZ BT ORI % 5EES Rk R’k L CRR%
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YU TELMELFIT LN > TL b, TOMEEZAOEHE L ZH0& L TAIHIZ
RZBH M)y 7RI YANOHE L DR EZH L 22 L7z,
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George MacDonald’s Imaginative Writings and their Impact on the Fantasy Works of J. R. R.
Tolkien and C. S. Lewis
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George MacDonald (1824-1905) is a Scottish preacher and writer, whose imaginative works shaped
the fantasy novel as a modern literary genre and influenced such writers as J. R. R. Tolkien (1892-1973)
and C. S. Lewis (1898 -1963). He is best known for his fantasy books, 7he Princess and the Goblin (1872)
and 7he Princess and Curdie (1883). Inspired by these works that are set in the imaginary kingdom,
Tolkien wrote The Hobbir (1937), in which he partly borrowed the image of “classic goblin” MacDonald
had depicted (Zolkien On Fairy-Stories 250). Tolkien wrote The Lord of the Rings (1954-55) as well. In his
essay “On Fairy-Stories” (1947), Tolkien praised MacDonald for “achieving stories of power and beauty”
as in his fairy-tale “The Golden Key” (1867) (26-27). Lewis wrote The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-56).
He also compiled the book George MacDonald (1955), stating in the preface that MacDonald does best in
fantasy that hovers between the allegorical and the mythopoeic (xxix).

This presentation explores the potent images and motifs found in MacDonald’s 7he Princess and the
Goblin and other works in order to identify the elements of fairy-tales and fantasy-as-art that had an

impact on the fiction of Tolkien and Lewis.
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