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Readers’ Columns, Author and Fan Exchanges in the American Pulps of the 1930s
SIS P JIEWER 1 3 o A g LR Dierk Giinther

Pulp fiction magazines were one of the most popular entertainment forms of the early 20th century United
States. The pulps were the victory of the working class. They took away literature from a cultural elite and
turned it into entertainment enjoyed by a wider group. Moreover, the pulps revolutionized the traditional way
literature was created and consumed.

One of the new features that came along with the pulps was that due to the commercial aspect of these
magazines the readers became involved in what would be published in the various pulp magazines. The big
innovation which started this process was the establishing of readers’ columns in 1912. This paper will look
at the implications of this novelty and the dynamics these readers’ columns created. In the readers’ columns,
readers gave feedback on the stories published in previous issues. In doing so, they not only exerted strong
influence on the content of their favorite magazines. This feedback also became a new kind of literary
criticism. Moreover, in the readers’ columns various new forms of discourses emerged, with readers
communicating directly with fellow readers, editors, authors and vice versa. Many of the contacts established
in the readers’ columns led to further activities outside of these columns. Authors who had met in readers’
columns kept in contact and formed independent groups, such as the Lovecraft Circle, a gathering of pulp
fiction writers with H. P. Lovecratt at their center.

Then there were also the exchanges among readers: Especially the readers of fantastic fiction led at times
heated discussions attempting to define the various subgenres of a genre that was then only referred to as
weird fiction. Finally, when the pulp magazines began to publish their readers’ full addresses in these
columns, readers had the opportunity to get in contact with each other outside of the pulp magazines. This
eventually became the origin of organized fandom.
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The effect of gender on Japanese EFL learners’ use of hedges in a LINE discussion forum
JRREE R R SRR Rt gk Stachus Peter Tu

The majority of online communication among Japanese university students takes place through the LINE
smartphone application, yet there are virtually no studies that employ LINE as a tool for investigating
Japanese EFL leaners’ online linguistic behavior. To fill this gap, the purpose of the study is to investigate
how male and female Japanese university students differ in their use of hedges in online discussion by
employing a LINE discussion forum. In this online discussion forum, Japanese EFL learners from three
separate English courses at two middle-ranking Japanese universities create controversial topics such as
“Smoking should be banned on campus.” in class and proceed to discuss the topics with their classmates.
We then analyze the use of hedges in messages that involve a female responding a female, a female
responding to a male, a male responding to a female, and a male responding to a male. Findings indicate that
female participants have a higher hedge-to-word ratio than male participants when responding to both
females and males. The study concludes that females may employ hedges more frequently than males in
online discussions.
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Using the four resources model and student created visual scaffolds
to support EFL literacy development

R Meagan Renee Kaiser

The four resources model developed by Freebody and Luke has helped to broaden educational
perspectives in the way we understand literacy. The roles of (1) reader as code-breaker, (2) text
participant, (3) text user, and (4) text analyst have helped education researchers reconceptualize what it
means to be a proficient reader in the modern world. Studies in education, psychology, and language
acquisition confirm that visual scaffolding of text and auditory input has positive impacts on learning,

I would like to propose an approach to EFL literacy education based on the four resources model
and student created visual scaffolding grounded in multi-year classroom research conducted with first
and second year university students in Japan.
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