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PISA 2000 Questions
(www.pisa.oecd.org/assess.)

Q2. Sophie ?

Q3.
?

.
Q4.
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PISA
reading comprehension=

•
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(argumentative writing)
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( because, as a result, )

ARGUMENTATION 
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III. English Paragraph Structure

Topic sentence (General)

specific (

details

specific

details

specific
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Understanding the Features of
English Paragraphs

1. Structure of
a paragraph

topic sentence

supporting sentences

concluding sentence

2. Textuality
Cohesion(Cohesion(

CoherenceCoherence
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I. (quiet)

II.

III.

100

1000
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Goldfish

Of all the animals, fish and insects, goldfish make the best pets.
First of all, goldfish are very quiet. They don�’t bark, howl, meow,
or race around the house at night while you and your neighbors
are trying to sleep. Second, they are economical. You can buy a
goldfish at your local pet store for about 100 yen, and a small
bowl for it costs less than 1000yen. Water is free. Also, they eat
only a pinch of dried fish food daily, so their food bill is quite low.
Third, goldfish are very well behaved. They don�’t have teeth, so
they can�’t chew your furniture. They don�’t go outside so they
can�’t dig holes in your garden. In addition, you don�’t have to
spend hours teaching them commands such as �“Sit!�” or �“Stay!�” If
you want a quiet and economical pet that doesn't cause you
trouble, visit your nearest goldfish store.

(adapted from First Steps in Academic Writing)
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Topic sentence:
Goldfish make the best pet.

I. Quiet
II. Economical

low price for a goldfish and a bowl
eat only a little

IIl. Well behave
don�’t chew, don�’t go outside,
no need to teach commands
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Hinds (1986):

English
Writer 
responsible
The writer leads the 
reader to the way the 
writer intended.

English
Writer 
responsible
The writer leads the 
reader to the way the 
writer intended.

Japanese
Reader   

responsible
“stepping-stone”---
making the reader 
connect the discourse

Japanese
Reader   

responsible
“stepping-stone”---
making the reader 
connect the discourse

Nature of English WritingNature of English Writing
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(1)

Tell them what you are going to
tell them. Tell them. And tell
them what you have told them.

24
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(2)

because  …….
25

Argumentation

Argumentation=

Andrews 2010)

�“a logical or quasi logical sequence of ideas that
is supported by evidence�”(p.3)

�“argumentation = generic skills�” (p.5)
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Argumentation

Why is argument important in higher education?
In many ways, the answers seem obvious. It is
important to be able to argue rationally in a
civilized society, and students in higher
education will be expected to be able to do
so�….Second, advancement in knowledge often
comes via argument. A case is proved; a dispute
is opened up and then solved�….Third, argument
is about clarification as well as persuasion. Well
argued speeches, essays, position papers, or
research papers bring a sharper sense of
meaning and significance to an issue. (p.1) 27

Multi competence

28

Multi competence

2

multicompetence

Vivian Cook (2000)
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(interlanguage)
first

language
(L1)

second 
language

(L2)

L2 possibly affects both 
learners�’ interlanguage and L1
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English   Semitic   Oriental  Romance  Russian

Robert Kaplan (1966)�“Cultural Thought Patterns in
Inter Cultural Education�”, Language Learning.
Robert Kaplan (1966)�“Cultural Thought Patterns in
Inter Cultural Education�”, Language Learning.

Contrastive  Rhetoric
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(2003)
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English Paragraph Structure

Topic sentence (General)

specific (

details

specific

details

specific
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President 2010.08.02

(
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paragraph writing, essay writing
reading argument

argument
multi

competence
argument
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1.
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1.

II.
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muticompetence
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prompt:

pretest (Student #1)>

If I don�’t have my room, I don�’t study. I don�’t
like study in living room because my familys
talking there. I have my room. When I
studying in my room every night, my familys
are talking and watching TV. It�’s looks very
interesting but I have to study.

56

<posttest>
I think Junior high school students have to study in
their room. First, there are my family in living
room. They talk there. If I going to study English in
living room, I don�’t study. Second, my room is very
silent. I can study very comfortably. Final, I study in
my room, I can try another thing. If I want to go to
bed, I can go to bed quickly. However I study in
living room, I can�’t go to bed quickly.

I think junior high school students have to study in
their room.

TS

57

Pretest (Student #2)

I have my room and desk. But, I can�’t study hard.
Because, Anyone look at me. I can use call phone
and looking TV, reading comics.

I think I don�’t need my room.

If I go to Juku, I study hard for long time. But in my
room, I lose my heart and do other thing.

I want to study hard because I�’m third year student.

I want to play basketball forever, so I have to study
hard and will pass the exam.

58

Posttest(Student #2)
I think that junior high school student doesn�’t have
to have their own rooms. I have two reasons. First,
these days we have shorter time with family in a
house than in the old days because of work, juku and
so on. I think face to face is good thing. Second, if you
don�’t solve the problem in the living room, you can
ask your family about problem but in the own room,
you can�’t ask anyone. I think talking with family on
the same room is very important thing. Therefore, I
think that junior high school student doesn�’t have to
have their own room to do anything.

TS

2
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Student# pretest
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Student # Posttest

61

Student #2 Pretest
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Posttest Student #2

63

•

•
Sano

Writing Power
2010

/

Uehara, M. (2011)
64

Prompt:

Write your opinion on the following
statement with the specific reasons and
examples.

�“All high schools should ask their students to
evaluate their teachers.�”

Pretest: posttest:

I.

1. Students�’ Essays (pre & post)

holistic scores (based on TWE scoring

guide) 1 6

vocabulary level

2. (pre & post)

3. A Questionnaire on Students�’ reflections (post)

II. 66



TWE(Test of Written English by ETS: Part of TOEFL

TWE

70

argument
(for example )

Argument

key point

argument

argument

Adapted from Stella Cottrell (2005 )Critical Thinking Skills 71 72



Point 1:
Argumentation

Student #7

Pretest

Posttest

case study

Student #7
<Pretest>

I think all high schools don�’t have to 
ask students to evaluate their 
teachers, because most students 
don�’t answer their real impressions.

When I was a high school students,
some teachers asked us about their 
classes. But, many students don�’t 
think about classes seriously. So 
most of us didn�’t have opinion. 
Perhaps, some students couldn�’t 
answer, since they were afraid of 
teachers.

Few students tell their opinion. So it 
may be no use asking students to 
evaluate. But, if students can tell 
their real impressions about their 
teachers and classes, it will work 
well to improve teachers�’ skill and 
quality of classes.
So teachers need to change those 
situation before asking students.

<Posttest>
These days, some schools ask students to evaluate 

their teachers. For example, teachers give students paper 
written some questions. In my opinion, it is necessary for 
all high school to introduce this evaluation system for two 
reasons.

First, it gives students opportunities to tell teachers 
their opinion. It is a little difficult for students to convey 
teachers what they think. Since, most students are afraid 
of teachers getting angry or feeling bad due to this. 
Moreover, teachers are older than them, so students 
hardly tell their teachers what they think about the 
classes face to face. Therefore, teachers should give 
students the opportunity.

Second, teachers can�’t evaluate their own class by 
themselves. Students who take many classes every day 
would be good at evaluating teachers by comparison with 
other teachers. Students often talk about their teachers 
with friends; �“he is pooring at teaching�”, �“his class is 
understandable�”, and so on. If teachers know students�’
true opinion, they can realize something wrong with 
themselves. This will improve their skills.

In conclusion, all schools should ask students to 
evaluate their teachers. For teachers, listening their 
students�’ opinion is duty. Nowadays, more and more 
schools introduce this system. It is important for both 
teachers and students to improve quality of the classes.

T

T

R
R

R

Thesis statement(
Reason
Illustration(

T
R

Inner-argumentation analysis (Oi, 1986; 1996, pp.85-87)
For
Against
Neutral

Student #7
<Pretest>

But

<Posttest>
essay

Student #7

<Pretest>

I think all high schools don�’t have 
to ask students to evaluate their 
teachers, because most students 
don�’t answer their real impressions.

When I was a high school students, 
some teachers asked us about their 
classes. But, many students don�’t 
think about classes seriously. So 
most of us didn�’t have opinion. 
Perhaps, some students couldn�’t 
answer, since they were afraid of 
teachers.

Few students tell their opinion. So it 
may be no use asking students to 
evaluate. But, if students can tell 
their real impressions about their 
teachers and classes, it will work 
well to improve teachers�’ skill and 
quality of classes.
So teachers need to change those 
situation before asking students.

<Posttest>
These days, some schools ask students to evaluate 

their teachers. For example, teachers give students paper 
written some questions. In my opinion, it is necessary for 
all high school to introduce this evaluation system for two 
reasons.

First, it gives students opportunities to tell teachers 
their opinion. It is a little difficult for students to convey 
teachers what they think. Since, most students are afraid 
of teachers getting angry or feeling bad due to this. 
Moreover, teachers are older than them, so students 
hardly tell their teachers what they think about the 
classes face to face. Therefore, teachers should give 
students the opportunity.

Second, teachers can�’t evaluate their own class by 
themselves. Students who take many classes every day 
would be good at evaluating teachers by comparison with 
other teachers. Students often talk about their teachers 
with friends; �“he is pooring at teaching�”, �“his class is 
understandable�”, and so on. If teachers know students�’
true opinion, they can realize something wrong with 
themselves. This will improve their skills.

In conclusion, all schools should ask students to 
evaluate their teachers. For teachers, listening their 
students�’ opinion is duty. Nowadays, more and more 
schools introduce this system. It is important for both 
teachers and students to improve quality of the classes.

F

F
A

A

A

N

F

F

F

For
Against
Neutral

A
F

N

Student #7

<Pretest>
Introductory 

paragraph, Body paragraphs, Concluding paragraph

<Posttest>
Introductory paragraph, Body paragraphs, 

Concluding paragraph essay

Body paragraph 1 topic sentence supporting sentences

Body paragraph 2
First, Second, Moreover, Therefore, In conclusion

Student #7
<Pretest>

I think all high schools don�’t have 
to ask students to evaluate their 
teachers, because most students 
don�’t answer their real 
impressions.

When I was a high school 
students, some teachers asked us 
about their classes. But, many 
students don�’t think about 
classes seriously. So most of us 
didn�’t have opinion. Perhaps, 
some students couldn�’t answer, 
since they were afraid of teachers.

Few students tell their opinion. So
it may be no use asking students 
to evaluate. But, if students can 
tell their real impressions about 
their teachers and classes, it will 
work well to improve teachers�’
skill and quality of classes.
So teachers need to change those 
situation before asking students.

<Posttest>
These days, some schools ask students to evaluate 

their teachers. For example, teachers give students 
paper written some questions. In my opinion, it is 
necessary for all high school to introduce this evaluation 
system for two reasons.

First, it gives students opportunities to tell 
teachers their opinion. It is a little difficult for students 
to convey teachers what they think. Since, most students 
are afraid of teachers getting angry or feeling bad due to 
this. Moreover, teachers are older than them, so students 
hardly tell their teachers what they think about the 
classes face to face. Therefore, teachers should give 
students the opportunity.

Second, teachers can�’t evaluate their own class by 
themselves. Students who take many classes every day 
would be good at evaluating teachers by comparison with 
other teachers. Students often talk about their teachers 
with friends; �“he is pooring at teaching�”, �“his class is 
understandable�”, and so on. If teachers know students�’
true opinion, they can realize something wrong with 
themselves. This will improve their skills.

In conclusion, all schools should ask students to 
evaluate their teachers. For teachers, listening their 
students�’ opinion is duty. Nowadays, more and more 
schools introduce this system. It is important for both 
teachers and students to improve quality of the classes.

Intro

Body1

Body2

Conclu
sion



Student #7

<Pretest>

impression
�“ �”
Posttest>

opinion
�“ �”

Student #7
<Pretest>

I think all high schools don�’t have 
to ask students to evaluate their 
teachers, because most students 
don�’t answer their real 
impressions.

When I was a high school students,
some teachers asked us about 
their classes. But, many students 
don�’t think about classes seriously. 
So most of us didn�’t have opinion. 
Perhaps, some students couldn�’t 
answer, since they were afraid of 
teachers.

Few students tell their opinion. So 
it may be no use asking students 
to evaluate. But, if students can 
tell their real impressions about 
their teachers and classes, it will 
work well to improve teachers�’
skill and quality of classes.
So teachers need to change those 
situation before asking students.

<Posttest>
These days, some schools ask students to evaluate their 

teachers. For example, teachers give students paper written 
some questions. In my opinion, it is necessary for all high 
school to introduce this evaluation system for two reasons.

First, it gives students opportunities to tell teachers 
their opinion. It is a little difficult for students to convey 
teachers what they think. Since, most students are afraid of 
teachers getting angry or feeling bad due to this. Moreover, 
teachers are older than them, so students hardly tell their 
teachers what they think about the classes face to face. 
Therefore, teachers should give students the opportunity.

Second, teachers can�’t evaluate their own class by 
themselves. Students who take many classes every day 
would be good at evaluating teachers by comparison with 
other teachers. Students often talk about their teachers with 
friends; �“he is pooring at teaching�”, �“his class is 
understandable�”, and so on. If teachers know students�’ true 
opinion, they can realize something wrong with themselves. 
This will improve their skills.

In conclusion, all schools should ask students to 
evaluate their teachers. For teachers, listening their 
students�’ opinion is duty. Nowadays, more and more schools 
introduce this system. It is important for both teachers and 
students to improve quality of the classes.

(2011) p.396
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