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The Hydra
No no the dead have no brothers

The Hydra calls me but I am used to it
It calls me Everybody
But | know my name and do not answer

The snow stirs in its wrappings
Every season comes from a new place

Like your voice with its resemblances

A long time ago the lightning was practising
Something | thought was easy

I was young and the dead were in other
Ages
As the grass had its own language

Now | forget where the difference falls

One thing about the living sometimes a piece of us
Can stop dying for a moment
But you the dead

But at moments you have just finished speaking

Once you go into those names you go on you never
Hesitate
You go on

4

The Hydra which lived in the swamps near to an ancient Greek city, was a terrifying monster
which was said by some to be the offspring of one monster that was half-maiden and half-snake,
and another monster with a hundred heads. The Hydra had the body of a large snake and many
heads (the generally accepted number is nine), of which one could never be harmed by any
weapon, and if any of the other heads were cut off, another would grow in its place. Some say that
the terrible smell of the Hydra's breath was enough to kill man or beast. When it emerged from
the swamp it would attack herds of cattle and local villagers, eating them with its numerous heads.

It totally frightened people for many years.
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