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Julian Garmony

It's just that science itself seems to me a great tribute to human ingenuity. It's a great mistake to
exclude ourselves who are not scientists from it. And I think we’re all entitled to embrace science. It's
part of what we've achieved.

[ “The Space Books Feature: lan McEwan,” The Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s Gateway to Arts

and Culture, 1 June 2003 <http://www.abc.net.au/arts/books/stories/s777905.htm>]




The Comfort of Strangers (1981)
Adrienne Rich

The Imitation Game (1981)

Or Shall We Die?(1983)

"Shall there be womanly times, or shall we die?"

The Innocent (1990)

6. “ the novels of ideas”
The Child in Time / Or Shall We Die?

&
The Innocent &
Black Dogs &
Enduring Love &

(1) One could characterize these two world-views—— the Newtonian and that of the new physics——as
representing a male and female principle, yang and yin.
[lan McEwan, Introduction, Or Shall We Die? (London: Jonathan Cape, 1983) 19.]

(2) [S]he [Thelma] ... told him [Stephen] how guantum mechanics would feminize physics, all science, make

it softer, less arrogantly detached, more receptive to participating in the world it wanted to describe
[..-] [lan McEwan, The Child in Time (1987; New York: Anchor Books, 1999)45.]

Objectivity does not exist in quantum mechanics. The observer is a part of what he observes.
Reality is changed by the presence of the observer—— he can no longer pretend to be invisible.
Matter can no longer be thought of as being composed of minute, hard ‘bits... [McEwan,
Introduction, Or Shall We Die? 16-7.]



10.

(1979; : , 1989)

(1) "detachment” "participation”

We stand separate from our world——and from ourselves and from each other—— describing,
measuring, shaping it like gods [....] Logic, discipline, objectivity, thought unmuddied by emotion,
are qualities traditionally associated with the male, and patriarchal values are celebrated here in

the same manner. [McEwan, Introduction, Or Shall We Die? 16.]

(2)

The male and female in the oratorio were really principles rather than genders: the elements of the
feminine and the elements of the masculine, and how our civilization is heavily weighted towards

the latter. Male and female should exist in balance within individuals and within society. [John

Haffenden, Novelists in Interview (London: Methuen, 1985) 182.]

Cf. 1972

The Child in Time
All these promising spirits, nurtured, brought to excited life by the study of English literature [...] had

been disgorged from libraries in the late sixties and early seventies intent on inward journeys, or

eastward ones in painted buses. [McEwan, The Child in Time, 26.]
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Or Shall We Die?
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11.
(1) The Child in Time

(The Bell)

[ . 1985;
,1988 418]

) 1983

Increasingly the talk of physicists has come to sound like theology. Their theories and experiments

have caused them to place consciousness at the centre of their concerns, and in many sacred texts
they find their new understanding eloquently mirrored or extended. [McEwan, Introduction, Or
Shall We Die?17]

(3) [H]e [Stephen] did not doubt that what was happening now, and what would happen as a consequence
of now, was not separate from what he had experienced earlier that day. (McEwan, The Child in
Time, 70)



12.

[ , 146-8.]
13.
[ , 165-6.]
14.

(1) She [Julie] was reading mystical or sacred texts—— St. John of the Cross, Blake's longer poems,
Lao-tsu. [McEwan, The Child in Time, 56.]

(2) 1 [Jeremy] regarded it as a triumph of tactics, of thinking ahead; by concealing her irritation she
[June] had won through. But it was not a tactic, she told me when | congratulated her, it was an
attitude of mind she had learned long ago from Lao-tzu’ s The Way of Tao [....] * " The Way of heaven
excels in overcoming though it does not contend.” ' [lan McEwan, Black Dogs (1992; New York,
Anchor Books, 1999) 13.]

15. Enduring Love (1997)

(1) Joe Rose ( Roger Penrose )

Clarissa Melon Jed Parry Joe



= Black Dogs
[McEwan] “I've thought for a long time that | would like to write a novel in which the hero is
super-endowed with a belief in rationality but he turns out to be right. And the reader, and the

police, and his wife, are all wrong. It [Enduring Love] was something of a counter piece for Black

Dogs, in which the central figure is someone who is deeply suspicious of the rational.”
[“The Space Books Feature: lan McEwan”]
(2) -
Roger Penrose The Emperor's New Mind (1989)——

Antonio Damasio Descartes' Error(1994) ——

16. Black Dogs

Atonement (2001) Briony Tallis

17. Amsterdam Molly Lane (Beatles "Penny Lane”
?)
1)

[Clive] “You[Vernon] yourself were once an apologist for the sexual revolution. You stood up for gays.”
[lan McEwan, Amsterdam (New York: Nan A. Talese, 1998) 78.]
)
“But you know, | [Molly] really needed your[Clive’s] help that day in the Lake District.” [McEwan,
Amsterdam, 183.]

18. "vulnerability"
(1) (“his vulnerability”)
[Clive] “This was what had drawn her [Molly] to Garmony— — the secret life, his vulnerability, the

trust that must have bound them closer. Good old Molly.” [McEwan, Amsterdam, 75.]

(2) The Child in Time "vulneraibility”
This [the PM] was a neat, stooped sixty-five-year-old with a collapsing face and filmy stare, a
courteous rather than an authoritative presence, disconcertingly vulnerable. [McEwan, The Child

in Time, 93.]



19.
1)

20.

Charles Darke (Thelma )

“The cultivation and expression of feeling is an irrelevance in my[Prime Minister’s] profession and |

can speak with none of these people in an intimate way.” [McEwan, The Child in Time, 221.]

(public)

(2) Rose Garmony ( )

(private)

She [Rose] felt just as she liked to be
before a difficult day at the children’s hospital: calm, alert, impatient to begin the work.
[McEwan, Amsterdam, 102-3.]

®3) —=
Then he [Garmony] had pulled out all Molly Lane’s letters, the ones that stupidly indulged his
grotesque cravings. Thank God that episode was over, thank God the woman was dead.
[McEwan, Amsterdam, 103.]
Amsterdam George Lane
Frank Dibben

E.O. Wilson " consilience”

(1) Another interesting feature is the prevalence here of what E.O. Wilson calls “consilience.” The

boundaries between different specialized subjects begin to break down when scientists find they need

to draw on insights or procedures in fields of study adjacent or useful to their own. The old

Enlightenment dream of a unified body of knowledge comes a little closer when biologists and
economists draw on one another's concepts; neuro-scientists need mathematicians, molecular
biologists stray into the poorly defended territories of chemists and physicists. Even cosmologists
have drawn on evolutionary theory. [lan McEwan, Introduction, What We Believe but Cannot
Prove—— Today's Leading Thinkers on Science in the Age of Certainty , ed. John Brockman (New

York: Harper Perennial, 2006) xvii.]

(2)“The third culture” John Brockman Edge Project

) ——C.P.Snow The Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution (1959)

® Edge Project——



