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‘.. .It seems to me there was a will to war, a death wish, everywhere. Even good men thought their private honour
would be satisfied by war. They could assert their manhood by killing and being killed. They would accept hardships
in recompense for having been selfish and lazy. Danger justified privilege. I knew Italians — not very many perhaps —
who felt this. Were there none in England?’

‘God forgive me,’ said Guy. ‘I was one of them.” (The Sword of Honour Trilogy, 702)
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