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Discourse is where structure, use, and acquisition come together. Language is learned through its interactive use in
social contexts. Its emergence from usage and social interaction is thus a key factor in describing linguistic structure.
Discourse is the use of language. Conversely, a language resides in conventional patterns of usage. These patterns,

learned from countless instances of use in discourse contexts, are subsequently applied in producing and understanding
further discourse.  (Langacker 2008:457)
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Performance-Grammar Correspondence Hypothesis (PGCH):

Grammars have conventionalized syntactic structures in proportion to their degree of preference in performance,

as evidenced by patterns of selection in corpora and by ease of processing in psycholinguistic experiments.
(Hawkins 2014:3)
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